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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

“With guidance and leadership from our council members and continued commitment of our staff, we 

were proud to see advances in several key areas in 2022 for people with developmental disabilities. 

With the continued support of our council, agency partners, grantees and our dedicated DDPC staff, we 

are looking forward to another year of promise and progress in 2023.” 

- Vicky Hiffa, DDPC Executive Director 

 

By the numbers: 

• 18,800 people in the developmental disability community participated in our grants  

• Almost 100% of people with developmental disabilities and family members expressed 

satisfaction with our projects.  

• 6,800+ professionals in the developmental disability community received training through our 

grants. 

• 250+ people with developmental disabilities and 500+ family members reported an improved 

ability to self-advocate after participating in the projects we funded.  

• We continued our commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion in the disability field by funding 

9 existing projects, awarding 9 new grants and developing 2 grants focused specifically on 

reaching un/under-served communities. 

 

 

WE REPRESENT AND ADVANCE YOUR VOICE 

Advocacy 
As a direct result of our supported decision-making (SDM) pilot project, legislation was enacted during 

the 2022 legislative session to recognize supported decision-making as a less restrictive alternative to 

guardianship.   

  

We supported 8 new advocacy initiatives, run and led by people with developmental disabilities and 

their families, as well as supported non-profit organizations, to enhance advocacy opportunities. One 

grantee, the Alliance for Families with Developmental Needs, coordinated more than 10 advocacy-

focused workshops and peer events, engaging over 250 Chinese-American parents.    

  

Our grantee, Sinergia hosted the APPLE Academy to increase the advocacy of Spanish speaking families 

and caregivers of people with disabilities. Participants worked to develop skills to advocate on their own 

behalf and on behalf of their children with developmental disabilities. 

  



“Ahora me siento mas segura y con mas conocimientos sobre los derechos de mi hija y me siento mas 

segura al comunicarme con los profesores, terapeutas y todo el equipo de la escuela para pedir mas 

servicios para mi hija.” 

I now feel more confident and knowledgeable about my daughter's rights and feel more confident 

communicating with teachers, therapists and the entire school team to request more services for my 

daughter. 

-Participant Quote 

 

 

WE DEVELOP GROUNDBREAKING PROJECTS TO CREATE REAL CHANGE 

Innovation 
We funded TechLaunch to provide youth with developmental disabilities with career exploration 

opportunities in information technology. 

  

  

We funded the Office for New Americans’ (ONA) Ramirez June Initiative to improve new Americans' 

access to disability resources, information and services. This initiative is a first of its kind in the nation 

and reached 70 family members and 180 other stakeholders this year. 

  

We supported the NY Unified Court System to train Community Dispute Resolution Center (CDRC) staff 

to improve mediation and conflict coaching services to people with developmental disabilities.  They 

trained 170+ CDRC volunteers and staff and served 140+ people with developmental disabilities and 

their families in various disputes. 

“Thank you for that AMAZING presentation. The heartfelt stories were engaging as well as informative! I 

learned so much from today’s presentation and hope you will consider coming back! It is so important 

for our audience to hear stories directly from our credible messengers (those who lived the 

experiences).” 

- Participant Quote 

 

 

WE PROMOTE CHOICE AND INDEPENDENCE IN ALL FACETS OF 

COMMUNITY LIFE 



Inclusion 
We continued to collaborate with the NY Alliance to connect people with developmental disabilities to 

inclusive living options, meeting their needs and preferences. Over three years, NY Alliance supported 

the successful transition of 26 people to new housing arrangements. To read a report on this initiative, 

click the button below. 

  

NY ALLIANCE HOUSING REPORT 

“We work for the people we serve and if we aren’t going to support them in becoming the best version 

of themselves then new team members need to be identified.” 

- Master Housing Navigator 

  

We funded Self-Advocacy Association of NYS’ (SANYS) TechKnowledgeMe project to create resources 

and trainings to help people with developmental disabilities use technology, including videos featuring 

self-advocates, on how to effectively join and participate in videoconferences or online events.  

  

SANYS TECHKNOWLEDGEME 

“This is a wonderful resource for people. Thank you for putting the work into this. Awesome that you 

have identified this and are proactively making technology easier for all to access.”  

-Participant Quote 

  

We supported the Kelberman Center to provide social opportunities for people with disabilities living in 

rural and urban areas with high rates of poverty.  

https://youtu.be/npNs0qZd1LE 

 

https://nyhousingresourcecenter.starchapter.com/images/Housing_Grant_-_HN_Report_UPDATE_1-23.pdf
https://sanys.org/what-we-do/resources/techknowledgeme/
https://youtu.be/npNs0qZd1LE
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